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A BILL FOR AN ACT


Concerning measures to increase the efficiency of the movement of motor vehicle traffic on Colorado's highways, and, in connection therewith, including measures for private carpooling and limiting lane closures.
Bill Summary

(Note:  This summary applies to this bill as introduced and does not necessarily reflect any amendments that may be subsequently adopted.)

Extends the existing regulatory exemption for ridesharing arrangements to allow private, for‑profit carpooling.


Reduces the ability of the department of transportation and local authorities to restrict highway use from temporarily closing the highway 

to closing only a portion of a lane of the highway for the purpose of road construction and maintenance.  Requires the department of transportation and local authorities to ensure that normal daytime and commuting hours maintain the same number of open lanes during the road construction or maintenance project by:  Rerouting traffic to the shoulder of the highway or to parking, acceleration, or deceleration lanes; narrowing lanes; creating temporary lanes with gravel, cold patch, asphalt, or other material; placing cones or other uniform traffic control devices to reconfigure lanes of the highway; or using any other method of traffic control that will ensure that, during normal daytime and commuting hours, the same number of open lanes are maintained during the road construction or maintenance project.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:
I. 
SECTION   40‑16‑101 (4), Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended, and the said 40‑16‑101 is further amended BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW SUBSECTION, to read:

II. 
40‑16‑101.  Definitions.  As used in this article, unless the context otherwise requires:

III. 
(4)  "Motor vehicle carrier exempt from regulation as a public utility" means persons who offer services as property carriers by motor vehicle or who offer charter or scenic buses, luxury limousines, off‑road scenic charters, private carpools, and children's activity bus services.

IV. 
(6.4)  "Private carpool" means nonscheduled, nonlivery, and nondispatched personal transportation, provided on a prearranged basis, which may or may not be for‑profit, using a vehicle owned by the driver and having a passenger seating capacity of fourteen or fewer that is not stationed at an airport, in front of or across the street from a hotel or motel, or within one hundred feet of a recognized taxicab stand at any time during operation.
V. 
SECTION   Article 16 of title 40, Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW SECTION to read:

VI. 
40‑16‑102.7.  Private carpools ‑ operational requirements.  (1)  Private carpool service shall be provided on a prearranged basis only.  A vehicle used in private carpool service shall carry clearly legible placards, located near the lower edge of the front window on each side of the vehicle, stating, "Not for public hire ‑ private hire only".  The fact that a private carpool operator stations equipment at an airport, in front of or across the street from a hotel or motel, or within one hundred feet of a recognized taxicab stand shall constitute prima facie evidence that the operator is operating an illegal taxicab service.
VII. 
(2)  Any private carpool shall have the same right to use high occupancy vehicle lanes as regional transportation district buses, vanpools, and other designated transportation entities with a right to use high occupancy vehicle lanes pursuant to section 42‑4‑1012, C.R.S.
VIII. 
SECTION   10‑4‑707.5 (2), Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

IX. 
10‑4‑707.5.  Ridesharing arrangements ‑ benefits payable ‑ required coverage.  (2)  As used in this section, "ridesharing arrangement" means the vehicular transportation of passengers traveling together primarily to and from such passengers' places of business or work or traveling together on a prearranged or regularly scheduled basis with a commonality of purpose to and from shopping, health, educational, religious, athletic, or sports facilities, or other commonality of purposes as operators and riders agree upon, if the vehicle used in such transportation is not operated for profit by an entity primarily engaged in the transportation business. and if no charge is made therefor other than that reasonably calculated to recover the direct and indirect costs of the "ridesharing arrangement", including, but not limited to, a reasonable incentive to maximize occupancy of the vehicle.  However, nothing in this subsection (2) shall be construed as excluding from this definition an arrangement by an employer engaged in the transportation business who provides "ridesharing arrangements" for its employees.  The term includes "ridesharing arrangements" commonly known as carpools and vanpools; however, this term does not include school transportation vehicles operated by public elementary and secondary schools when they are operated for the transportation of children to or from school or on school‑related events.

X. 
SECTION   42‑4‑106 (6), Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended to read:

XI. 
42‑4‑106.  Who may restrict right to use highways.  (6) (a)  The general assembly finds that, during road construction and maintenance work, it is less disruptive to traffic to reroute lanes and narrow lanes than to force traffic to merge into a reduced number of lanes, which method causes standstills and inhibits traffic movement.  A reduction in the number of lanes is against public policy, causes losses to business and the private sector in lost time and accidents, and causes greater environmental concerns.
XII. 
(a) (a.5)  The department of transportation and local authorities, within their respective jurisdictions, may, for the purpose of road construction and maintenance, temporarily close to through traffic or to all vehicular traffic a portion of any lane of any highway or portion thereof for a period not to exceed a specified number of workdays for project completion and shall, in conjunction with any such road closure, establish appropriate detours or provide for an alternative routing of the traffic affected when, in the opinion of said department or concerned local authorities, as evidenced by resolution or ordinance, such temporary closing of a portion of any lane or of the highway or portion thereof and such rerouting of traffic is necessary for traffic safety and for the protection of work crews and road equipment.  Such temporary closing of a portion of any lane or of the highway or portion thereof and the routing of traffic along other roads shall not become effective until official traffic control devices are erected giving notice of the restrictions, and, when such devices are in place, no driver shall disobey the instructions or directions thereof.  The department of transportation and local authorities, within their respective jurisdictions, shall ensure that, during normal daytime and commuting hours on metropolitan highways, thoroughfares, and arterial streets, the normal number of lanes remain open during the road construction or maintenance project by:  Rerouting traffic to the shoulder of the highway or to parking, acceleration, or deceleration lanes; narrowing lanes; creating temporary lanes with gravel, cold patch, asphalt, or other material; placing cones or other uniform traffic control devices to reconfigure lanes of the highway; posting temporary speed limit signs; or using any other reasonable and safe method of maintaining and accommodating the normal flow of traffic.  Any entity performing road construction is subject to the requirements and penalties contained in the construction contract.
XIII. 
(b)  Local authorities, within their respective jurisdictions, may provide for the temporary closing to vehicular traffic of any portion of a highway during a specified period of the day for the purpose of celebrations, parades, and special local events or civic functions when in the opinion of said authorities such temporary closing is necessary for the safety and protection of persons who are to use that portion of the highway during the temporary closing.

XIV. 
(c)  The department of transportation, local municipal authorities, and local county authorities shall enter into agreements with one another for the establishment, signing, and marking of appropriate detours and alternative routes which jointly affect state and local road systems and which are necessary to carry out the provisions of paragraphs (a) (a.5) and (b) of this subsection (6).  Any temporary closing of a street which is a state highway and any rerouting of state highway traffic shall have the approval of the department of transportation before such closing and rerouting becomes effective.


SECTION   Effective date.  This act shall take effect at 12:01 a.m. on the day following the expiration of the ninety‑day period after final adjournment of the general assembly that is allowed for submitting a referendum petition pursuant to article V, section 1 (3) of the state constitution; except that, if a referendum petition is filed against this act or an item, section, or part of this act within such period, then the act, item, section, or part, if approved by the people, shall take effect on the date of the official declaration of the vote thereon by proclamation of the governor.
