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A BILL FOR AN ACT

Concerning recognition of the benefits of marriage.


Bill Summary
(Note:  This summary applies to this bill as introduced and does not necessarily reflect any amendments that may be subsequently adopted.)
Allows the state registrar of vital statistics ("state registrar") to issue a certificate of commendation recognizing long‑term marriages to couples who have been married twenty‑five years or fifty years.  Allows one or both of the parties to the marriage or a relative or friend of the married couple to request the certificate.  Directs that the applicant submit a marriage certificate or other documentation of the marriage to the state registrar.  States that the certificate should bear the signature of the governor and the state registrar.

States that no fees shall be charged for such a certificate, but allows the state registrar to accept private gifts, grants, and donations to pay for the costs of issuing the certificates.  Directs that such moneys be credited to the vital statistics records cash fund.


Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:
SECTION 1

SEQ Bills.out_1 \* Arabic \r 00  Article 2 of title 25, Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW SECTION to read:

25‑2‑107.5.  Marriages ‑ legislative declaration ‑ certificates of commendations ‑ application.  (1)  The general assembly hereby finds that the state should recognize the benefits to individuals, families, and to society of couples who have maintained their commitment to each other and their families by remaining married.  With divorce rates increasing and the well‑documented evidence of harm to children of divorced families, the general assembly declares that it is the policy of the state of Colorado to commend those couples who have remained married for twenty‑five years and for fifty years.  The general assembly also finds that it is the policy of the state of Colorado to encourage long‑term marriage and to recognize the married family as a positive and essential influence toward the well‑being of society.  The general assembly finds that the state's recognition of the benefits of long‑term marriage will also help younger individuals view marriage in more positive terms, since studies show that people are marrying later in life, fewer are getting married, and those who do marry are more and more likely to divorce.
(2)  The state registrar shall develop      a certificate of commendation for married couples who have been married for twenty‑five years or for fifty years.  Such certificate shall stress the benefits of long‑term marriage and recognize the particular married couple for being married in a long‑term marriage.  Each certificate shall include a signature or facsimile signature of the governor and the state registrar.
(3)  The state registrar shall issue a certificate of commendation to a married couple if the person requesting the certificate submits a copy of the couple's marriage certificate or a copy of a bible page or other family document that provides a record of the couple's marriage.  Such application may be filed by one or both of the parties to the marriage or by a relative or friend of the married couple.  The state registrar shall collect a reasonable fee based upon the direct and indirect costs of preparing and issuing the certificates of commendation. Upon receipt of the application and accompanying documentation and payment of the fee, the state registrar shall prepare a certificate of commendation and mail the certificate              to the person requesting the certificate.
SECTION 2

SEQ Bills.out_1 \* Arabic \c0  25‑2‑121 (2) (b), Colorado Revised Statutes, is amended BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW SUBPARAGRAPH to read:

25‑2‑121.  Fee adjustments ‑ vital statistics records cash fund created.  (2) (b) (III)  The state registrar is authorized to assess a reasonable fee for certificates of commendation issued pursuant to section 25‑2‑107.5 based upon the direct and indirect costs of issuing the certificates of commendation.  The state registrar may also accept gifts, grants, and donations for the expenses of issuing certificates of commendation.  Such fees and gifts, grants, and donations shall be credited to the vital statistics cash fund, created in this paragraph (b), and are subject to appropriation by the general assembly from such cash fund to pay for the direct and indirect costs associated with the issuance of certificates of commendation pursuant to section 25‑2‑107.5.
SECTION 3

SEQ Bills.out_1 \* Arabic \c0  Effective date.  This act shall take effect at 12:01 a.m. on the day following the expiration of the ninety‑day period after final adjournment of the general assembly that is allowed for submitting a referendum petition pursuant to article V, section 1 (3) of the state constitution; except that, if a referendum petition is filed against this act or an item, section, or part of this act within such period, then the act, item, section, or part, if approved by the people, shall take effect on the date of the official declaration of the vote thereon by proclamation of the governor.


Shading denotes HOUSE amendment.  Double underlining denotes SENATE amendment.

Capital letters indicate new material to be added to existing statute.


Dashes through the words indicate deletions from existing statute.

